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Iran’s “Election”
and The Progres-
sive  Women’s
rights Movement

By: Fouzih Khalediyan

Nothing is more
alarming to the Is-
lamic regime than a
strong and progres-
sive women rights
movement. Sup-
pressing  women’s
rights was one of the
first priorities for the
Islamic regime to
stabilizing itself af-
ter grasping power
26 years ago. Since
then institutionalized
hostility  against
women has become
a daily routine in
Iran. Moreover, the
Islamic state has
brutalized women in
every aspects of
their life. Painstak-
ingly as time has
trudged by over the
years, the regime’s
dream of restraining
women as a method
to prolong their un-

acceptable govern-
ing period is de-
scending.  Increas-

ingly more women
in every social cate-
gory are rejecting
the barbaric Islamic
rule and are strug-
gling for their rights
and move forward to
end the systematic
containment.  Fur-
thermore, it has be-
come apparent that
the progressive
women’scont.on.pg.8
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The Humanistic Position of Marxism on Abortion
By Azam Kamguian

“The Discussion on respect for human life is not about biology, it is about philoso-
phy. The respect for the biological human life is a reflection of philosophical re-
spect to the nature of human life. This respect is a symbol of human intellect not

religious or superstitious ideology.

Azam kamguian

Religion, right of
life and abortion

Unfortunately up till
now the banner for the
defense of fetus life
and opposition to
abortion have been
raised by religious
groups which hypo-
critically call them-
selves pro-life. Relig-
ions including, Chris-
tianity, Judaism and
Islam which in the
history of human life
have proven to be in-
stitutions against hu-
manity, deceitfully
they portray them-
selves as supporting
the right to life. Fur-
thermore, those who
are in favor of abor-
tion, pro-choice, take
their stance by oppos-
ing pro-life’s religious

discussion. However
by relying on the hu-
manist  position  of
Marxian atheism, and
by the genuine pro-
choice’s view points,
one could demonstrate
that abortion is an an-

inhumane

cient and
way against human
norms and values, and
that it has to be put
aside. This is the only
way through which
the society could pre-

vent religions from
taking advantage of
fetus’ right to life by
hypocrisy and decep-
tion.

Fetus and the right
to life

Many defenders of
abortion, whether they

Mansour Hekmat

are religious or not,
declare that identify-
ing when fetus life is
initiating is a religious
matter so it cannot be
accountable to values
or laws of a humane
society.  Of course

this claim is to their
benefit because in
western society life
begins when the baby
is born, and not from
the physical initiation
of life in an embryo.
Upon the discussion
on “When is life
started?” It is rarely
asked or comes under
consideration:  when
does the actual physi-
cal existence of hu-
man life initiated? In
western societies the

issue of beginning of
human life is when a
human life is account-
able and qualified to
the regulations, rules
and values accepted in
society.
Nevertheless, the
question “When is life
started?” can be an-
swered scientifically
as well as socially.
The answer is “when
the physically existent
human life starts”.
However the time
when this human life
can qualify for its
rights completely de-
pends on the degree of
value given to human
dignity and to social

justice.  In the days
behind us, women in
religious  minorities,
minority races, and

children, had no social
rights. Unfortunately
in the 21 century this
applies to fetus as
well, which has a
physical existent life
and is in the process
of development to
becoming a baby,
into a child and later,
to adult life.
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Huma...fromp.1 what
is a “human”? What
makes him or her hu-
man and gives this
qualification to his/her
life?  Why must hu-
man beings, regardless
of the degree of their
brain or physical de-
velopment, enjoy their
basic human rights?
As a response to this
guestion many are
saying that human in-
tellect, reasoning, and
the power to make
wise decisions distin-
guish human from ani-
mal. Based on the
argument stated
above, a creature that
possesses these char-
acteristics can be con-
sidered human. If hu-
mans didn’t have these
powers, there would
be no question of hu-
man rights of people.

It is obvious that crea-
tures which have cog-
nition are able to make
decision and act in a
particular way, are
called human. The
ambiguity and prob-
lems of the discussion
arises when you have
to qualify human
rights for a fetus or a
comatose person who
are not able to act the
way a human would.
In the case of a coma-
tose person, the situa-
tion is clear because
the person has quali-
fied for human rights
prior to coma and after
coming out of coma,
her/his identity re-
mains the same and
can have the same
rights as she/he had.
However, a fetus has
no identity and has no
intellection or decision
power. The question
is why? Is the fetus

not eventually going
to be a human infant?
If the infant did not
have the right to live
why does it grow and
develop in to a com-
plete human being?
Therefore the infant
has the right to be
counted as human and
be qualified for all
human rights. Human
characteristics are hid-
den in the nature of
the fetus and will ma-
terialize with its devel-
opment. In the west
the rights of the fetus
are not recognized. In
reality, the rights of an
infant are preserved
for the time that they
can benefit from them.
This is a certain fact in
the legal system. But
why do these certain
rights are not consid-
ered natural and indis-
putable rights for un-
born fetus? Why is it
not possible to con-
sider a fetus as human
from the moment of
women’s pregnancy?
Why does a newborn
qualify  for human
rights but fetus is de-
prived of those rights?
For creatures that are
regenerated from sex-
ual intercourse be-
tween male and fe-
male, life begins as a
result of reproduction
and the creation of a
living organism. A
human genetic con-
struction is exactly the
same as the unborn
fetus of the same per-
son. Meaning my
genetic and biological
composition as an
adult human is exactly
the same as when |
was an unborn fetus.
This is a real, materi-
alistic, and acceptable

definition of fetus. All
other definitions, for
example on the basis
on when the fetus be-
comes human, is either
religious or self de-
fined. Fetus is not a
spirit that solidifies in
a multi-cellular or-
ganic system depos-
ited by god or it has
not been created by
god.

Becoming a human is
not a separable proc-
ess from being a hu-
man. Some people say
up to twentieth week,
the fetus is potentially
a human but not a real
human; however this
reasoning is similar to
religious interpretation
that the spirit comes
into multi-cellular or-
ganism and makes it a
human. Power of in-
tellect and reasoning is
not an outside force
that enters in to fetus.
In opposition to reli-
gious interpretations,
it should be noted that
the process of brain
development is a
manifestation of the
genetic sequence that
takes place in the fetus

DNA. During the
process of human life,
from fetus to late

adulthood, a human is
genetically never ex-
changeable to any
none- human crea-
tures. Human identity,
philosophically, bio-
logically and geneti-
cally is the same. This
connection is obvious
in the process of
physical and psycho-
logical growth. A hu-
man is always under-
going change. This
process continues. It
is also said that the
fetus as a multi-

cellular creature is not
a human because does
not possess human
characteristics. To
accept this reasoning
would mean that the
new born baby should
not be considered a
human either because
the baby’s physical
characters are not yet
completed. An un-
completed human is a
human, whether the
human is 10 years or
10 minutes old.

To judge the develop-
ment of a human on
the basis of physical
maturity is illogical.
Humanity shouldn’t be
based on any criteria
such as nationality,
religion, age, race, or
the degree of intellec-
tual and physical de-
velopment. Humanity
has to be evaluated
based on human prin-
cipals such as genetic
and biological devel-
opment.  Usually in
the beginning of fetus
development there is
no bonding between
fetus and the sur-
rounding. Therefore,
potentially, the fetus is
not considered as a
human. According to
this logic and norm,
only a complete or
mature human is as a
human. We know that
all of us have been a
fetus at one point in
our lives. Long ago in
our past, new born
babies could be killed,
or abandoned because
they were not consid-
ered as human beings.
But with social devel-
opment, infants and
children are recog-
nized equal as adults
and would qualify for
social rights.

The rights of the fetus
and its parents have to
be protected. Parents,
society and govern-
ment are responsible
for the fetus’s well
being and develop-
ment. Abortion apolo-
gists defend their ideas
by saying that if a fe-
tus is a human being;
its mother is not re-
sponsible for provid-
ing nutrition from her
own body for it. But
in any society where
basic human rights are
acknowledged, a child
would be supported
both by the parents
and the society. Par-
ents are responsible to
provide shelter,
clothes, food and
health care. When a
child is considered a
human aren’t the par-
ents responsible for
her/his welfare?
Many pro-choice de-
fenders answer “no” to
this question.  They
are saying that just as
parents can not be
forced to contribute
blood to save their
child’s life, the mother
can refuse to provide
nutrition from her own
body to the fetus even
if causes fetus fatal-
ity because based on
the social principals,
fetus considered as
independent  human
and qualifies for all
social rights. In the
opposite  side  pro-
choice defenders say
fetus is not an inde-
pendent creature. It is
a part of a woman’s
body therefore a
woman can make de-
cisions for her own
body. This group ob-
stinately defend
cont.on.pg.4
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Marathon run in Lahore, Pakistan

On May, 21, 2005, in

one of the central
squares in the city of
Lahore, Pakistan, a

marathon run was per-
formed by 400-500
women and men. The
participants were car-
rying placards with
slogans such as: “The
society can’t go back
wards!”, “We confront
Mullahs and Talebani-
zation of Pakistan!”,
and “Women want to
enjoy their human
rights!” Women were
wearing t-shirts over
their traditional cloth-
ing to show their sup-
port meanwhile others
had left their scarves
on their shoulders
rather then covering
their heads.  These

Women rights activists
from The Organization
for Emancipation of
Women (OEW) in
Denmark, Copenha-
gen, organized a rally
on June 16, located in
the central part of the
city. The demonstra-
tors displayed the sex-
ual apartheid and lack
of rights for women in
Iran. Demonstrator
also highlighted their

women were display-
ing to the world media
that they want to live
life on their accords.
A group of Mullahs,
whom were on the
street at the time, were
opposing the marathon
run and tried to pre-
vent it.

The Marathon run in
Pakistan attracted
much attention and
sympathy from Paki-
stani society. And at
the same time many
discussion arose on
the issues of women’s
rights and struggle
against  Islamizing
Pakistani  society.
Also in April, many
women rights organi-
zations carried out
another marathon run.
During the event the
Islamic supporters had
thrown benzene
bombes toward the
runners and had as-
saulted one of the
women very cruelly.
The leader of these

invaders is the leader
of the Islamic party of
practical assembly
which is in power in
the north west of Paki-
stan. This party has
prohibited music,
dance, and also en-
forced gender segrega-
tion in the public
places in territories
under it’s power. This
party is in alliance
with Parviz Moshref,
and up till now has
carried out parts of
their agenda in many
areas of Pakistan.
Furthermore, the Paki-
stani police, on the
day that the marathon
runners were being
attacked by the invad-
ers, had arrested the
women rights activists
instead of attackers.
Meanwhile the gov-
ernment of Pakistan
did not permit the
marathon run. During
these runs 13 women
rights activists were
arrested and impris-

oned.
Simply stated, Mul-
lahs are against

women running in the
public. They declare
that this is against Is-
lam and Pakistani cul-
ture. The mullahs want
women alone (not
with men) to have
their physical activity
in places that are out
of public sight. They
say that “the marathon
runner women are in-
decent and deserve
indecency”. On the
other hand, to answer
these insults the mara-
thon participant had
held placards with slo-
gans of “your (Islamic
Mullahs )idea and
thoughts are inde-
cent.”

The Marathon run in
Pakistan is a symbol
of the struggle be-
tween political Islam
and the needs of the
youth whom are
thirsty for freedom
and equality. Simply,
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A symbolic rally against the ridicules election of the Islamic regime of Iran

opposition to the elec-
tion in Iran by display-
ing the barbaric rules
and policies against
women. In this rally a
group of women
showed lack of rights
for women by wearing
chador and chain and a
man showed barbaric
rule of Islam regime
by wearing Islamic
robe and turban while
having a sword in one

hand and carrying a
placard of “women are
evil” and “a woman is
half of a man” in the
other hand. Other
demonstrators  were
holding placards with
slogans against Is-
lamic regime in Iran.
Nahid Ryazi from the
OEW presented a
speech on the situation
of women in Iran and
the ridicules presiden-

tial election going on
there. The demonstra-
tion ended in front of
the European Union’s
office in Denmark.

This rally and the
struggle for human
rights in Iran is sup-
ported by the Council
in Denmark which has
2 million members,
International women’s
March in Denmark,
Demos women group,

this generation is not
satisfied by living un-
der barbaric and stone-
aged laws of political

Islam.  The Islamic
forces in lIran, Af-
ghanistan,  Pakistan,

Irag and other parts of
the world, are trying to
keep women in the
closet and empower a
black scenario in peo-
ple’s life. Moreover,
the struggle against
this has broadened in
all angels of the re-
gion. The Marathon
run in Pakistan is con-
tinuation of the strug-
gle of people in Te-
hran, Sanandaj, and
Shiraz to end the bar-
barism of political Is-
lam which for two
generations has made
life harsh and bitter.
The marathon run in
Pakistan as a symbol
to defend equal rights
for women is highly
regarded for all
women rights activists
internationally.

The Youth Organiza-
tion of the Socialist
Folk Party (SFO),
Youth Socialist Or-
ganization and the
Left Union Party in
the parliament.

The Organization for
Emancipation of
Women / Denmark
branch

Nahid Ryazi

Tel: 0045 4054 39 92

LLong Live Freedom and Equality!
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Hum.from.p.2abortion
from 12 to 24 weeks
or more of gestational
life of fetus.

It is clear that there are
many differences be-
tween  contributing
blood and a preg-
nancy. Blood trans-
fusion is an urgent
action to save a per-
son’s life and is not a
routine action like pro-
viding nutrition to a
fetus in pregnancy.
Parents are responsible

to provide proper care |

for their children but
they are not obligated
to donate their blood
for their child to sur-
vive. The issue of
providing welfare and
care for the fetus of a
pregnant woman is
different. Women and
men have voluntarily
chosen to have sexual
intercourse which has
resulted in pregnancy.
Thus socially and le-
gally, the parents and
the society are respon-
sible for providing
care and welfare. Just
as providing welfare
for children is a par-
ent’s  responsibility,
their survival before
birth is also their re-
sponsibility, and espe-
cially fetus’s mother
whom is naturally re-
sponsible.  Therefore
father and the society
are responsible for
proper and humane
living conditions for
the mother.

When a pregnancy is
resulted from rape, the
existent legal system
generously allows
abortion and justifies
this by saying the
mother did not choose
to become pregnant
therefore she is not

responsible  for the
fetus’s growth and
survival. These moth-

ers do not have to
think that only abor-
tion can help save
their reputation or the
only way to survive
after a rape is abor-
tion. Allowing abor-

tion for raped mothers
releases the govern-

ment and the society,
from the social and
human commitments
towards the mother
and the unborn baby.
Here, ethically, a hu-
mane approach is nec-
essary to guarantee
mother’s  physical,
mental, social and eco-
nomical well being as
well as the right to life
for the fetus.

Abortion

women’s rights
Pro-choice defenders
consider themselves as
women’s rights de-
fenders. Defending
abortion is called to be
defending women’s
rights and conse-
quently opposing
abortion is considered

and

to be against women,
because they argue
that abortion oppo-
nents ignore women’s
hardships during preg-
nancy. Of course with
this propaganda they
can collect financial

support to provide
abortion clinics. But
this is an inhumane

way of facing this im-

portant issue.

It is a reality that an
unwanted pregnancy
has many social, fi-
nancial and occupa-
tional difficulties. It is
very unfair to women
to be totally responsi-
ble for looking after
the child. On top of
this, many women are
deprived of services
and effective facilities
that provide sex edu-
cation and contracep-
tives. But why does
the weight of these
problems have to be
all on the women’s
shoulders? Why not
make changes in the
unjust social system
which is the root cause
of inequality and the

source of pressure on
women. Why, instead
of getting rid of injus-
tice, the right to life of
the unborn baby has to
be taken away? Why
should the human
rights of a woman
contradict the right to
life of the fetus? Why
the mother and the
unborn baby are vic-
timized by this oppres-
sive system?

The pro-choice peo-
ple, who claim and
insist that abortion is
always necessary for
women, see a few ba-
sic issues as evident
and unchangeable.
First, they say a hu-
mane society won’t be
able to provide pros-
perity for born and
unborn children. Sec-
ond, there is no hope
to change the unjust
social system therefore
there is no chance of
having a system that
women would not be
in need of an abortion.
Also violence against
an unborn child and
taking away his/her
rights is not only an
acceptable method; it
is also a necessary
way of dealing with
social issues in the
society.

Abortion is an obvious
and evident suppres-
sion of the right to life,
and the dignity of
mother, child and un-
born child. Unfortu-
nately, today’s people
are imposing their
own will and decision
on the weak and de-

fenseless, and the
worse case is that the
physical termination

of this existing human
is considered equal to
support for women’s

rights, population con-
trol or preventing the
growing poverty.
Human society is re-
sponsible for the death
of thousands of un-
born children. Depri-
vation of right to life
for the most defense-
less, e.g., the human
fetus, is in fact a holo-
caust.

It has been argued that
being recognized as an
individual and being
qualified for human
rights is based on rules
and values that are
made and recognized
by society. This is
both correct and incor-
rect. Abortion is ac-
ceptable to many peo-
ple, and at the same
time many people see
abortion as a contra-
diction to the rights of
living of a human. For

instance a hundred
years ago, women,
workers, slaves,

“blacks” and the dis-
abled were not eligible
for human rights. Mil-
lions were tortured
and Killed because of
their race, religion,
nationality or class
differences. With
progress and advances
in human values, fu-
ture generations also
judge us in the same
way that we did to the
past generations. The
future generation will
judge our thoughts and
ideas regarding the
rights of fetus and un-
born child. Accepting
abortion as a solution
for society’s issues
and problems is an-
other characteristic of
the existing unequal

system.  Abortion is
an inhumane and
Cont.on.pg.5
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Human...from.p.4
discriminatory way to
solve very serious so-
cial issues. Abortion
is a fast but inhumane
way to solve society’s
deep down problems.
When society is based
on respect for human
values and responsibil-
ity towards human
rights, abortion would-
n’t be validated. The
inequality of the sys-
tem is more obvious
when a woman has
been put in a situation
that she has to choose
between having a baby
and live in poverty
with lack of rights or
get rid of the unborn
baby and continue
with her education and
profession. This puts
women in a very pain-
ful situation.  Why
does the fetus’s human
right have to contra-
dict his/her mother’s
human rights, interests
or future?

If there is no social,
financial or economic
security for women
and her unborn baby,
women’s situation has
to be changed. Taking
the right of the fetus to
life, is unacceptable.
Instead of choosing
this exchange, there
should be improve-
ment in women and
children’s social pros-
perity. For instance,
when there would suf-
ficient sex education
and safe and accessi-

ble  contraceptives,
financial and social
support for children,
ending sexual assaults,
emancipation of
women from religion
and patriarchal culture
in sexual relationship,
freedom in  having
children without being
forced into marriage
and providing an envi-
ronment within which
women’s sexual life is
being respected, abor-
tion wouldn’t be cho-
sen as an option by
women.

The need for abortion
shows clearly that the
society needs change.
There is an urgent
need for equality and
more rights for women
and children.  Abor-
tion is antique and
inhumane. Human
society should pro-
gress in a humane way
so that legal or illegal
abortions will stay in
history.  Resorting to
abortion because of
helplessness is not an
untreatable  disease.
Abortion is not like
earthquake, thunder
storms or volcanic
eruptions which are
unavoidable and it
does not need a very
advanced technology
which human have no
access to, yet.

The advanced and ef-
fective equality seek-
ing social movements
are those which
broaden human rights

for all human being
including  workers,
“blacks”, slaves, chil-
dren and women. Ex-
clusion or physical
termination of these
people is against hu-
manity and human
progress. Unfortu-
nately, some people
under the guise of de-
fending women’s
rights, justify this in-
human act.

Illegalizing abortion in
present situation is a
punishment to many
women and girls who
are the victims of this
unjust social system.
Unwanted pregnancies
or feeling regret from
wanted  pregnancies,
financial  hardships,
cultural and societal
pressures, in effect,
unfortunately, force
many women to
choose abortion as the
only way to face diffi-
cult situations. At the
same time, as long as
the adverse social cir-
cumstances do drive a
large  number of
women to resorting to
backstreet abortions,
in order to prevent
abuse by profiteers
and ensure protection
of women's health the
introduction of the
following measures is
necessary:

1 - Legalization of
abortion up to the
twelfth week of preg-
nancy.

2 - Abortion after the

twelfth week to be
legally permitted if
there is danger to the
health of the mother
(until that time when
Caesarean section and
the saving of the fetus
are possible given the
latest medical exper-

tise). Such cases to be
ascertained by the
competent medical

authorities.

3 - Wide and freely
available facilities for
pregnancy tests. In-
struction of people in
their use to ensure
quick detection of un-
wanted pregnancies.

4 - Free abortion and
free post-abortion care
in licensed clinics by
gynecologists.

5 - The decision
whether to have or not
to have an abortion
rests with the woman
alone. The state has
the duty, however, to
inform her before her
final decision, of the
dissuasive arguments
and recommendations
of the scientific au-
thorities and social
counselors as well as
of the financial, mate-
rial and moral com-
mitments of the state
to her and her child.

6 - To reduce the num-
ber of abortions, the
worker-communist
party also calls for the
introduction of the
following urgent
measures to prevent
unwanted pregnancies

and to free women
from economic, cul-
tural and moral pres-
sures.

7 - Broad sexual edu-
cation of people on
contraceptives and on
the importance of the
issue. Widely accessi-
ble advisory services.

8 - Wide and free ac-
cess to contraceptives.
9 - Allocation of ade-
quate funding and re-
sources to help the
women who are con-
sidering having an
abortion because of
economic constraints.
The state should stress
its duty and readiness
to take care of the
child  should the
mother decide to give
birth to the child.

10 - Resolute cam-
paigns against preju-
dices and moral pres-
sures  that  drive
women to abortion.
Active state support to
women against such
pressures, prejudices
and intimidations.

11- Campaign against
the ignorant, religious,
male- chauvinistic and
backward attitudes
that hinder the growth
of people's sexual
awareness and, spe-
cifically, impede
women's and young
people's wide use of

contraceptives and
safe-sex devices.
(From “A  Better

World”)
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Iran focus

Industrial ~ Aeronautic
University defied agents
of the State Security
Forces when the latter
harassed them on cam-
pus and tried to arrest

them for violating the
dress regulations.

There have been increas-
ing student protests on
university campuses
across lran against a
recent government
clampdown on young

people and women.
Women not admitted
to Iran hospital with-
out chador Mon. 4
Jul 2005

Iran Focus

Tehran, Iran, Jul. 04 —

A hospital belonging to

the Revolutionary
Guards in the Iranian
capital is refusing entry
for women not wearing
the head-to-toe covering
known as chador, ac-
cording to local resi-
dents. Security guards

outside the main en-
trance of Bagiyatollah
Hospital were seen turn-
ing away women who
were not wearing the
chador.
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The membership request from the Persian Gay and Lesbian Organization (PGLO)

From: The Persian gay and lesbian organization

To: The Organization for Emancipation of Women

We are announcing that the Persian Gay and Lesbian Organization (PGLO) is requesting membership in the OEW. We would like
to have your hospitality and partnership in our activities to achieve freedom and equality based on universal declaration of human
rights.

PGLO has always supports homosexuals. And now by being member of your respectable organization many important issues of
homosexual women, who are under so much pressure and discrimination, can be resolved. The reality is that homosexual women
have to tolerate more discrimination and much more inferiority on top of common discriminations and pressure.

We hope you will accept our request and support us to achieve our goal.

With regards,

Aryan Verjavendy

General- Secretary of PGLO

The reply to the membership request from the PGLO

From: Mehrnoush Mosavi
Exective director of OEW

To: Arvyn Verjandy

General Exective director of PGLO

With greetings and wishes for success,

We are glad that your organization, in pursuit of strengthening its own struggles against Islamic oppression and discrimination and
organized violence in Iran, has requested membership in our organization. Our organization believes having freedom and equality is
a right to all people regardless of their gender, nationality, religion, race and socio-economical situation. We are struggling against
all shapes and forms of oppression and violence against women and we are in support of all homosexuals’ social rights against Is-
lamic rules and regulations. There are no obstacles in the way of your membership in our organization. However as you are already
aware our organization was formed 9 months ago by 50 well known women rights activists. On one front, we are struggling against
Islamic regime and all kind of violence against women, and in the other front we are in the constant examining, constructing, and re-
structuring all aspects of the structures of our organization. Prior and following you request we have received more letters from other
organizations in Iran and out side of Iran for membership in the OEW. Firstly, because of the novel-ness of this request and efforts
for the completion and publication of the organization’s statements we ask you for a short time to make this statement accessible to
you. With no doubt, our statement must be uncomplicated and clear so that different organizations and individuals which, for what
ever reason, request membership and cooperation in the OEW can have a greater involvement. Furthermore, our organization sets no
membership terms and conditions for any individual (s) or group (s). Also we have no ideological, organizational terms or gender
restriction on our membership policy. We want in our immediate action on the publication of our statement that all the rights and
responsibilities of other organizations, groups, and even different fractions are made precise and clear. Moreover, this will make it
better and easier for their membership and participation in our organization. You will agree that in this way, by reviewing your own
organization’s rights in our statement; you can have more light on your decision to join us. We will publish our statement as soon as
possible and we will make it accessible to you. Till then we are asking you to continue your political and social contact with us.
With regards
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Iran.from.pg.8 their struggle forward. tematic discriminative fought back with reso- rising in  women’s
women attending these The students from the regime. lution and voted for situation in Iran.

matches where con- However the none- freedom with their

fronted with heavily
armed personnel. Fur-
thermore, the Islamic
regime has also
banned women and
girls from visiting hos-
pitals  without the
proper Islamic attire
(Chador). As a result
of the greater intensity
among the oppressive
forces, the women’s
rights movement has
gained greater mo-
mentum and vigor in

University of Tehran
countered the state’s
new policies by rally-
ing against the on-
slaught on “social
Voice, shops and pub-
lic places”. In addi-
tion, the students de-
manded the immediate
and unconditional re-
lease of all political
prisoners.  Neverthe-
less, women in Ilran
have taken a central
role in the process of
bringing down the sys-

stop women’s struggle
in the past years to end
gender apartheid is
becoming more in-
tense. Women wish
for abolishment of all
laws and regulations
that are purposely ar-
ranged to restrain
them. In the 2005’s
sham election, women
demonstrated  their
resistance to the sys-
tem’s daily organized
oppression. They

voices in the streets.
They cried and stated
that women’s right
can’t be achieved un-
der the dominance of
this  discriminative
scheme. The presence
of thousands of
women in the city of
Tehran and many
other cities in Iran and
outside of Iran protest-
ing against the elec-
tion was an explicit
representation for up-

There has always been
a strong pressure from
women to counteract
the indecent proce-
dures brought about,
almost daily by the
regime. Simply one
approach to facilitate
revolution in women’s
situation in Iran is to
carry on none stop
protest to every ele-
ment of the system.



Nr.3

P.7

Demonstration in France against presidential election of
Islamic regime in Iran

Payam Azar, a mem-
ber of the Organiza-
tion for Emancipation
of Women, a week
before the election in
Iran had obtained a
permit to have a dem-
onstration at the elec-
tion centre in the
French city of Lyon.
A night before the day
of the demonstration,
French  police had
come to Payam’s resi-
dence to give him a
cancellation  notice.
However, Payam and
Faryba Azar rejected
the police cancellation
notice and stated that
French police is more
concerned about the
political and economi-

cal relationship be-
Iran:  Changes in
abortion law on

medical ground

The Islamic parliament
has voted to liberalize
the country's abortion
laws. Under the law ap-
proved, a pregnancy can
be terminated in the first
four months if the fetus
is mentally or physically
handicapped. Both par-
ents must give their con-
sent and three doctors to
confirm that the fetus is
damaged. They need
three doctors, as well as
the coroner's office, to
confirm the fetus is dam-
aged or the mother's life
at risk.

The law still has to be
approved by the Guard-
ian Council. Previously,
abortion was only al-
lowed if the mother's life
was proven to be in dan-

tween France and The
Islamic Republic of
Iran, then the continu-
ous human rights vio-
lations going on in
Iran for years. On the
day of the election, the
members of the OEW
gathered at the elec-
tion place organized a
demonstration and
begun their opposition
to the election in Iran
by revealing the Is-
lamic regime’s bar-
baric rules in the past
26 years. Fariba Azar
asked the voters, “Do
you vote for execu-
tion, for stoning, for
torture, for amputa-
tion, for compulsory
hejab, for a regime
which has caused mil-

lions of youth to fall
into addiction and
prostitution?” She
continued by declar-
ing: “Shame on you,
for signing the validity
of all these crimes.”
The French Police
asked the demonstra-
tors to leave the area,
but the demonstrators
rejected the police’s
request and continued
their  demonstration.
The representatives of
France’s lefty organi-
zations, Youth Com-
munist  Organization
and Communist Party
of France and many
more people were pre-
sent there and an-
nounced their strong
support for the demon-

stration. The women
rights activists from
OEW continued their
demonstration  with
carrying posters of
execution, stoning and
lack of rights for
women in lran. Fur-
thermore the Police
continued asking the
demonstrators to leave
the area but the dem-
onstrators refused. At
this time however, the
French police started
attacking the demon-
strators. A female
protester was hit by
the police and was
sent to the hospital.
The protestors contin-
ued their demonstra-
tion against the elec-
tion till 9 pm. The
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News on women’s issues

ger. Under this new bill,
even if a woman is preg-
nant as a result of rape
she still doesn't have the
right to an abortion. Un-
der the existing law, an
illegal abortionist and
the mother in question
can be sentenced to be-
tween three to 10 years
in jail.

But according to the
local media that hasn't
stopped tens of thou-
sands of Iranian women
undertaking  expensive
and sometimes danger-
ous backstreet abortions.
Canada: Quebec re-
jected the use of Is-
lamic tribunals
Canadian Press:
Quebec rejects Sharia
system Thursday, May
26, 2005

In a unanimous vote
Thursday, the Quebec

legislature passed a mo-
tion against allowing
Sharia to be used in the
legal system.

“The application of
Sharia in Canada is part
of a strategy to isolate
the Muslim community,
so it will submit to an
archaic vision of Islam,”
Fatima Houda-Pepin, a
Liberal member of the
legislature, said as she
introduced the motion
against use of the Is-
lamic law.

“These demands are
being pushed by groups
in the minority that are
using the Charter of
Rights to attack the
foundation of our de-
mocratic institutions.”
The debate over Sharia
surfaced in Canada two
years ago when a Mus-
lim group in Ontario

proposed the arbitration
of family disputes ac-
cording to Islamic law.
Afghanistan:  Wid-
ows denied right to
re-marry

In a country full of
young widows due to 25
years of war and the loss
of men this problem has
become acute. Accord-
ing to tradition, they can
only marry close rela-
tives of the deceased
husband, even though 6
years ago, during the
Taliban's ultra-
conservative reign, its
leader Mullah  Omar
issued a decree allowing
widows to marry whom-
ever they wished.

Since the fall of the Tali-
ban, a little over 3 years
ago, a woman who has
lost her hushand has
very little choice about

organizer of this dem-
onstration had a meet-
ing with France’s left
organizations to ar-
range another demon-
stration for the 2nd
round of the elections.
Police once again
went to Payam’s resi-
dence giving him a
cancellation note for
the demonstration.
And at the same time
police had changed the
election centre to Ger-
noble city which is
100 km away from
Lyon. The protestors
of this demonstration
stated that they will
never give up and they
will continue revealing
Islamic regime crimes
against humanity.

her future. If she is al-
lowed to marry again, it
will be to her brother-in-
law or another close
relative in her hus-
band's family.
Fauzia Amini of the
Women's Affairs Minis-
try says, "The custom of
forcing a widow to
marry her brother-in-law
or another close relative
of her dead husband is
very bad; we are trying
to break the hold these
traditions have on the
population." The minis-
try is working with mul-
lahs, or religious leaders,
to try and get more free-
dom of choice for
women whose husbands
have died.
Female students
clash with lran secu-
rity forces on campus
cont.on.pg.5
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rights movement is
playing a key and
role in turning the

wheel of struggle in
the path of revolution
in Iran.

However,

during
years, women have
paid a costly price un-
der the heels of this
gender apartheid re-
gime in Iran. In short,
women’s private life,
social life, love life,
profession or skills
options, schooling,
sports, selection of
outfits, amusements,
choice to travel, chil-
dren’s custody rights,
est.... and all the es-
sential and fundamen-
tal rights that a person
can enjoy in a west-
ernized society, is un-
der close control of the
Islamic regime. In this
way, the Iranian
women are systemati-
cally deprived of en-
joying the life as hu-
man being in the
twenty first century
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and are entrapped in a
brutal ancient culture
ruthlessly imposed on
them. The regime ex-

strained social life. A pressure along with never expected much
senior security official the protest of many more then this from

of the Islamic regime
chillingly  describes

‘the state’s further op-

=4 pressive agenda to the

® media by declaring
& “Un-veil

or mal-veil
women outside and

M inside of cars would

ercises countless
forms of suppression
in Iran; among these
are  multiple tech-
niques of torture, im-
prisonment and execu-
tion in order to further
delay their social and
political downfall. Just
a few days ago two
young teenager were
brutally executed in
the city of Mashhad.
These teenagers were
flogged and tortured
prior to their execu-
tion. And also since
the turn of the month,
following the presi-
dency sham election,
six adults were exe-
cuted and many are
sentenced to death or
facing execution. As a
result of the empower-
ment of the ultra-
conservative faction of
the regime, there is
further crackdown on
people’s already re-

Editor:

Fouzieh Khalediyan
fouzieh@yahoo.com
Tel: (416) 754- 2427

Emancipationofwomen@yahoo.com

 be more target of ar-
Ay rest”
Al

the past two
“elections” in the Is-

® lamic regime, Khatami

was taking complete
advantage of the op-
pression, which the
system that he was
representing in Iran,
had imposed on
women for years. His
position as a so called
“reformist” was a
strategy used by the
state to delay the evi-
table downfall of the
regime by giving false
hope of loosening the
Islamic republic grip
on women.  During
Khatami’s eight years
of  presidency he
proved that he has no
intentions to make any
changes in women’s
situation.  Under his
time a 16 years old
Atefach Rajabi was
executed, 13 year old
Zhila Eyzadi was
flogged and like many
other young women
she was imprisoned as
well. In addition, Zhila
was also sentenced to
stoning; but the public

international human

rights

organizations

TR

such as the campaign
to save Zeila and
Baxtyar from The Or-
ganization for Emanci-
pation of Women
turned the table on her
execution and her life
was saved. However,
Zhila, like numerous
other imprisoned teen-
agers, based on Is-
lamic law, will face
more punishment after
she reaches the age of
eighteen. In similar
cases, hundreds of
women whom reject
the compulsory back-
ward Islamic rules in
Iran’s government are
currently living behind
bars. Moreover, as a
result of mass poverty
millions of women are
forced into prostitution
and drug addiction.
This was the
“democracy” that
Khatami  promised.
The women in Iran

Contact us!

Khatami’s presidency.
Endless attack on

women’s right makes
the backbone of an
Islamic regime in Iran.
For decades women in
Iran are clashing
against this patriarchal
system to achieve
equality. Teachers,
nurses, students, work-
ers, housewives are all
participants in this
struggle.  Continues
strikes are being or-
ganized daily by
teachers, nurses and
workers for their un-
paid wages and to
combat against their
inhuman working con-
ditions. They oppose
the segregations in
their social and politi-
cal life. Also, this bat-
tle in people’s daily
social life has taken a
new face, i.e. the bar-
baric regime banned
women from attending
soccer matches, and
the cont.on.pg. 6

Send us your feed back!
Please help us to distribute

Rahai Zan!

Islamic Terrorism is Women'’s Rights enemy!



